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THANK YOU TO ALL
WHO DONATED OVER 40 BACK
PACKS (or funds) WHICH WERE
DISTRIBUTED TO THE
NEIGHBORHOOD CHILDREN.
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The church office will be closed
on Monday, September 5th

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
I wanted to let the congregation know about two items that are related. One is a
proposal that was passed at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Columbus. The second was a
motion passed by our church council at the beginning of August, before we had any idea
what the churchwide assembly would do.
First, at the Churchwide Assembly, a resolution was approved by a vote of 708-93 that
authorizes a possible revision of the social statement “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” that
will reconsider the church’s current concept of the four positions of bound conscience. To
understand exactly what this means, here is the history and background of the social
statement and the idea of bound conscience:
On August 19, 2009, at the 11th Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the
ELCA adopted the Social Statement titled: Human Sexuality, Gift and Trust. While most of the
document was uncontroversial, the section on same-sex relationships, unsurprisingly, was
the most debated section of the document. One item in particular was the ELCA’s concept of
the four positions of “bound conscience”. Rather than my trying to summarize the four
positions of bound conscience, I reprint the four positions verbatim here-directly from the
social statement.
This church recognizes that, with conviction and integrity:
#1) On the basis of conscience-bound belief, some are convinced that same-gender
sexual behavior is sinful, contrary to biblical teaching and their understanding of natural law.
They believe same-gender sexual behavior carries the grave danger of unrepentant sin. They
therefore conclude that the neighbor and the community are best served by calling people in
same-gender sexual relationships to repentance for that behavior and to a celibate lifestyle.
Such decisions are intended to be accompanied by pastoral response and community
support.
#2) On the basis of conscience-bound belief, some are convinced that homosexuality
and even lifelong, monogamous, homosexual relationships reflect a broken world in which
some relationships do not pattern themselves after the creation God intended. While they
acknowledge that such relationships may be lived out with mutuality and care, they do not
believe that the neighbor or community are best served by publicly recognizing such
relationships as traditional marriage.
#3) On the basis of conscience-bound belief, some are convinced that the scriptural
witness does not address the context of sexual orientation and lifelong loving and committed
relationships that we experience today. They believe that the neighbor and community are
best served when same-gender relationships are honored and held to high standards and
public accountability, but they do not equate these relationships with marriage. They do,
however, affirm the need for community support and the role of pastoral care and may wish
to surround lifelong, monogamous relationships or covenant unions with prayer.
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#4) On the basis of conscience-bound belief, some are convinced that the scriptural
witness does not address the context of sexual orientation and committed relationships that
we experience today. They believe that the neighbor and community are best served when
same-gender relationships are lived out with lifelong and monogamous commitments that
are held to the same rigorous standards, sexual ethics, and status as heterosexual marriage.
They surround such couples and their lifelong commitments with prayer to live in ways that
glorify God, find strength for the challenges that will be faced, and serve others. They believe
same-gender couples should avail themselves of social and legal support for themselves, their
children, and other dependents and seek the highest legal accountability available for their
relationships.
Although at this time this church lacks consensus on this matter, it encourages all people to live out their faith in the local and global community of the baptized with profound respect for the conscience-bound belief of the neighbor. This church calls for mutual respect in
relationships and for guidance that seeks the good of each individual and of the community.
Regarding our life together as we live with disagreement, the people in this church will
continue to accompany one another in study, prayer, discernment, pastoral care, and mutual
respect.
(ELCA Social Statement on Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust-pp. 20-21)
This final paragraph is, I believe, the most important. No matter which of these four
positions you hold on the matter, we must agree to love one another, honor one another’s
position, and assume that everyone is trying their best to honor scripture.
So, what does it mean that the ELCA is now going to re-examine the idea of the four
positions of “bound conscience”? Nobody knows. They may decide not to change a thing.
They may decide to encourage synods and congregations to move toward the fourth position.
Based on the people who spoke in favor of this action, this is my guess as to where the ELCA
is going. (Remember, however, that under ELCA polity, the churchwide body cannot require a
synod or a congregation to adopt any policy). Any decision made would be voted on at the
2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.
If I were asked which of the above four statements of “bound conscience” is the official
policy of First Lutheran Church, I would say the church, based on the policy we adopted when
we discussed the issue several years ago, adopted a policy closest to position #3.
Second, at our church council meeting in August, before the Churchwide Assembly
took place, and before anyone on council knew that the ELCA was going to take this action,
the council discussed the idea of our congregation becoming more inclusive, more
welcoming, and more inviting to members of the LGBT community. Specifically, we discussed
the possibility of becoming a Reconciled in Christ (RIC) congregation. Essentially, if we become
an RIC congregation, the church’s official position would be akin to position #4.
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If we choose to become an RIC Congregation, it means that our congregation is willing to do the following four things:

1. Explicitly state a welcome to people of all sexual orientations, gender identities,
and gender expressions or LGBTQIA+ and name its commitment to racial equity or
anti-racism in its welcome statement.
2. Be open to calling an LGBTQIA+ and Black, Brown, Indigenous, Person of Color
(BIPOC) Rostered Leader.
3. Allow community space/sanctuary to be used for LGBTQIA+ weddings and blessings.
4. Make a meaningful contribution annually to support the national RIC program.
The decision to become an RIC congregation is a major one, and does not happen
overnight. It takes at least a year of prayerful discussion. The church council has
committed to working through the steps of discussing whether or not to become an
RIC congregation over the next year, and longer if needed.
I will be sharing more information about the process over the coming months. I believe
that this is the path that Christ is setting before us-the path of full inclusion-the path
that truly confirms that “All means All”. I hope that all of you, as members of First
Lutheran, will prayerfully consider this action; let your feelings respectfully be made
known, pray for the council as we work through this process, and continue to love
one another, as Christ loves us.
In the abiding hope of the empty tomb,
Pastor Larry
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Judy Vassar
As fall approaches we look forward to Stewardship Sunday and pledging to
plan and budget for 2023.
The Stewardship Team, chaired by Judy Lunz, will explain this during October.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Report of Director of Music
Chancel choir practices resumes
September 8, 2022, at 7:00 pm

There is room for returning
and new choir members.

Bell choir resumes September 15, 2022, at 8:00 pm
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LUNCH +
LAWN CHAIR =

TUESDAYS in the PARK
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month.
September 6th & 20th will be the next lunches. Bring your lunch,
lawn chair, and a friend. Any member of FLC and their guests are
welcome to join in. We will enjoy the outdoors being able to sit over
in Oakland Square Park, weather permitting
Come and join us for fellowship & fun.
(Meet in courtyard if inclement weather)

SEPTEMBER 11th
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday
Outdoor Service In Park
Come early (9:00 am) and enjoy fellowship, doughnuts,
coffee and juice with the Fellowship Ministry Team.
(Don’t forget to bring your cards/notes for the God’s Work, Our
Hands Project.)
(see flyer on page 7)
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Park Clean-up
Oakland Square Park
The team members would like to ask the congregation to
help them with various jobs such as raking, mowing,
and other cleaning jobs. The last date that is scheduled
for this year’s clean-up is Saturday, September, 10th
@ 11:00 am. If you have your own hand tools, please bring them with you.
Won’t you help us take care of Oakland Square Park and do God’s work with
OUR hands!
***************************************************

DAILY BREAD
Thanks to ALL who help at Our Daily Bread. The next evening we
will be serving is Monday, September 19th. If you can’t help to
serve, but would like to help, you could provide a hand held
dessert, such as, cookies, cupcakes and brownies. If you haven’t
had the chance to help at Our Daily Bread, please consider doing
so. Volunteers are asked to arrive at Our Daily Bread about 4:15
pm prior to the serving time of 4:30 pm. If you have any questions
or concerns, please contact the church office.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thank you
I’d love to give a BIG THANK YOU to everyone that stepped up
and made a successful VBS and back pack giveaway/
picnic. I feel as a church family we made a positive impact
on our neighborhood families and kids! Kids that even
attended the service without their parents! Thank you all for
donating and making a difference in lives that truly need it!
Brittanny Porter
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FAITH CIRCLE
Our first meeting of the 22/23 season will be Tuesday,
September 20th at noon in conjunction with Tuesday in the
Park. We will discuss the mission projects for the upcoming
year and events that we hope to have.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mission Quilts! Another Record Breaking Year!
The quilters have completed over 200 quilts so far this year.
Some of these will be sent to Lutheran World Relief to be distributed where the need is the greatest. 100 quilts were sent to
the flood victims in KY. Quilts were also distributed locally to
the homeless, fire victims and other who were in need.
Each quilt costs approximately $4.00 for the batting that makes
them warm. There are also costs for the packing and shipping of
the quilts. All other materials are donated. The quilts will be
displayed on the pews on September 25th, “QUILT
DEDICATION SUNDAY”, and a special offering will be received. Come see the quilts and consider giving an offering so
this ministry can continue.
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SOUTHERN OHIO WOMEN OF THE ELCA BIENNIAL

CONVENTION

Saturday, September 17th at St. Paul’s in Lancaster
Speakers on topics of Ukrainian Crisis, Human Trafficking,
Churchwide WELCA information, & Katie’s Fund along
with elections of board members and voting members to
the 2023
Triennial in Phoenix.
(Registration form on page 11)
See Susan or Cheri for more details.
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Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Southern Ohio Synod – 2022 Biennial Convention
St. Paul Lutheran Church 125 N. Eastwood Ave., Lancaster, OH
740-654-1331
Saturday Sept 17, 2022 NOTE: ONE DAY ONLY
8:00 AM Registration, Breakfast & Vendors with Gathering at 8:45

“Hope for the Future”
“For I know the plans I have for you. Plans to prosper you and not to harm you,

Plans to give you Hope for the Future.” Jeremiah 29:11
We will be electing voting members to the 2023 Triennial. Nomination forms available from any board member.
Also elections to the Synodical Board will be made. Nomination forms available.
Speakers on topics of Ukrainian Crisis, Human Trafficking. Learn more about Katie’s Fund 2122
Two Offerings will be made at the convention. The morning offering will be sent to Lutheran Disaster Response to the
Ukrainian Crisis and to Women of the ELCA Churchwide.
The closing communion service will include a remembrance of SOS women who have passed in the recent years and an offering in
their memory can be made to support Katie’s Fund 2122.
Fair Trade items will be available for purchase.
In-Kind Gifts: Diapers & wipes for “Bottoms Up” Diaper Bank of Lancaster will be collected.
Ohio Glass-Blowing Museum, 124 W. Main, Lancaster - Tour & Demonstration at 2:30 Fri Sept 16, $4.00
Items from Glass Museum will be available to purchase at Convention on Saturday.

Registration Fee: $25.00
Make check payable to: Women of the ELCA
Deadline: September 9, 2022
Walk-in registrations welcome
Send bottom portion of this registration form and fee to: Kathy DeLong, SOS WELCA treasurer
4178 Bayberry Ct., Fairfield Twp, Ohio 45011 rkdelong71@aol.com 513-893-0069
For group registrations: Please complete a registration form for each person attending.
Payment for all may be included in one check
Clip here and send bottom half. Keep upper half for your referral.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Name_____________________________________________Phone___________________
Address____________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________ _________________ zip ___________________
E-mail_______________________________________________________________________
Please include:
Congregation________________________________________City______________________
Conference: ___Central Ohio ___Cincinnati ___Dayton ___Muskingum ___Northwest ___Scioto
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Living Our Faith Together “LOFT”
A self-supported program of the Southern Ohio Synod
The Rev. Suzanne Dillahunt, Bishop
At the intersection of faith and life is LOFT- Living Our Faith Together. The goal of LOFT is to engage lay
people about big questions in small groups. Join us to talk about the hard stuff: like pandemics and other
crises and the things that bring joy and hope. LOFT opportunities are for everyone: the seeker, the doubter,
the questioner, the certain. All are invited to join in a relaxed, friendly, non-threatening environment as we
grow and strengthen our faith.
“God likes Holy Rebels” Come join us for discussion of Jacqueline Bussie’s Outlaw Christian: Finding Authentic Faith by Breaking the Rules
2022 Fall Event
3 DATES, LOCATIONS, AND TIMES FOR THE SAME EVENT: “ God likes Holy Rebels”
1) 10/1 (9am – noon) in-person at Calvary Lutheran Church, 74 W. Main St., Chillicothe, OH 45601
2) 10/8 (9am – noon) in person and online via Zoom at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 901 Stroop Rd,
Kettering, OH 45429
3) 10/9 (2 – 4pm) online via Zoom
Registration is $30.00 plus a book that you will need to purchase on your own from your preferred
bookseller.
Questions may be directed to:
LOFT registrar Nancy Hoffman at 740-654-3602 (leave a message) or at nahoffmen537@gmail.com
Event description: Good Christians, seekers, skeptic and doubters...all of us have questions that we wrestle
with, things like suffering loss, evil, inequality, loneliness, doubt and anger toward God. Breaking the rules as
an Outlaw Christian just might open the way to a deeper faith. Join us.
Jacqueline Bussie knows that too many Christians live according to unspoken “laws” that govern the Christian life –and they aren’t the Ten Commandments! According to Bussie, these rules are both detrimental to
faith and killing authentic Christian life. Outlaw Christian proposes a rebellious, life-giving authentic alternative.
We invite you to read Jacqueline Bussie’s book, and join our Director for Evangelical Mission, Pastor Katie
Kerrigan, for conversation about these unspoken “laws” and how they influence faith and the Christian life.
Facilitator: Pastor Kerrigan serves as an assistant to the Bishop focusing on helping congregations find
new purpose and vitality in these changing times.
Book: Outlaw Christian: Finding Authentic Faith by Breaking the Rules. You will need to purchase from your
preferred book seller or online at Amazon
Prior to September 24, 2022 each person attending needs to register and remit tuition of $30.00. Make your
check or Money order payable to Southern Ohio Synod. Do not send cash.
Virtual Information: Virtual participants will be sent a link prior to the session
PLEASE DUPLICATE THIS BROCHURE AND SHARE IT WITH YOUR CONGREGATION AND FRIENDS

Name_______________________________________ Phone Number________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________
Email__________________________ Congregation Name and City_________________________
Event name: “God likes Holy Rebels”
Please check one: ____Oct. 1, In-person at Calvary; ___Oct. 8, In-person at Good Shepherd;
___Oct. 8, via ZOOM at Good Shepherd; ___Oct.9 via ZOOM
Prior to September 24, 2022 detach and send your registration information and your check/money order to:
Nancy Hoffman, 1352 Schwilk Rd SE, Lancaster, OH 43130
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September Meeting Dates:
9/12

7:00 pm

Special Council
Meeting

9/20 7:00 pm

FLIRT Meeting

9/26

Worship Commitee

7:00 pm

Highlights
Faith Circle

2022 Church Council

•

President– Susan Wyckoff

Discussing future projects &
events .

Vice-President– Brenda Shively

Faith Formation Ministry Team

Secretary– Carolyn Novak

•

Treasurer—John Belser

Christian Service & Mission Ministry
Team and Fellowship Ministry Team

Financial Secretary—Judy Vassar
Members: Chris Hildreth Blair, John Bodin, Ray Kramer,
Judy Lunz, Brittanny Porter, Sally Stephan, Ray Swisher

Successful VBS

•

Homeless shelter supplies

•

Little Library

•

Park Cleanup

Finance Ministry Team
•

Monitoring of church finances

FLIRT

Sunday Attendance for July
On Site

•

Online

July 3

72

72

July 10

45

57

Outreach Ministry Team
•

Sign ups for shut ins

•

Feeding 5000

Property Ministry Team
•

July 17

54

62

July 24

53

50

July 31

55

52

Training plans

Continue maintenance of
building and grounds

Worship Ministry Team
•

Special music

•

Narrative lectionary

Copies of reports from the monthly
meetings of each ministry team is available

Average

56

59
15

for you to view in the Partners In
Ministry Book located in the upper
narthex.

During the past month we have remembered many in prayer. We remember in
prayer all who are in need of God’s presence and care … especially:

Health Issues
Michael Myers

Lori Horn

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

Sally Stephan

Dave Vassar

Jan Van Hoose

Beth Novak

Becky Longbrake

Surgery
Maureen Van Hoose
Gaile Gildow
Gary Wyckoff

Entered the Church Triumphant
Connie Johnson
Billy Peterson
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BIRTHDAYS
9/01

Deb Pulfer

9/05

Loren Kipker

9/07

Beth Harman

9/08

Bob Taylor

9/08

Judy Vassar

9/10

Georgia Voorhies

9/10

John Bodin

9/14

Larry Wright

9/14

Tina Keckler

9/16

Margie Bixler

9/16

Tod Johnson

9/17

Brett Belser

9/19

Scott Sebring

9/20

Susie Shields

9/05/1981

Rodney & Susan Allen

9/21

Jennifer McKenrick

9/15/1984

Dave & Cheri Comstock

9/22

Barbara Krueger

9/24/1955

Andrew & Barb Detrick

9/22

Ashley Hoy

9/14/2002

Lori & Michael Horn

9/22

Olivia Reasor

9/05/1970

Cathie & Jon Hubbard

9/23

Carol Simpson

9/07/1974

Dennis & Elaine Latimer

9/23

Jean Wright

9/22/1990

Kevin & Robyn Miller

9/23

Amber Weikart

9/05/1982

Pastor Larry & Carolyn Novak

9/26

Connie Regula

9/26

Rebecca Carman

9/01/2012

Josh & Brittanny Porter

9/27

Jacob McKenrick

9/28

Kevin Boone

9/29

Jordan Keith

9/30

Brittanny Porter

9/30

Megan Keckler

ANNIVERSARIES

17

Serving in Worship

SEPTEMBER 2022

Worship Assistant:
September 4

Dave Vassar

September 11

Chris Tillman

September 18

Beth Harman

September 28

Kris Shannon

Greeter:
September 4

September 11 Chris & Jennifer McKenrick

Communion Assistant:
September 4

Jim Donnelly

September 18

Kris Swisher

Betty Vondenhuevel

September 18

Dave & Cheri Comstock

September 25

Max & Margie Bixler

Acolyte:
September 4

Winnie Bodin

September 18 Winnie Bodin
September 25 Winnie Bodin

Usher:
September 4

Cheri Comstock

September 11

Chris McKenrick

September 18

Dave Vassar

September 25

Chris McKenrick

Crucifer:
September 4

Lottie Bodin

September 18 Lottie Bodin
September 25 Lottie Bodin

Reader:

Altar Guild:

September 4

Chris Tillman

Sally & Walt Stephan

September 11

John Gensemer

Communion Bread:

September 18

Beth Harman

September 25

Bodin

Rita Iiams
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Our current cleaning service person has resigned and 8/27
will be his last day. The Personnel Committee has met and
has advertised for a Church Sexton. They wanted to make
the congregation aware in case a member would be interested in this position.
The days and hours would be: 15 hours per week @ $15.00
per hour with the possibility of occasional extra hours for
setting up tables and preparing our facility for special
services.
Work days would be Monday & Thursday; 9:00 am–2:00 pm
and Sunday; 8:00 am–1:00 pm.
If you would be interested in applying for this position you
can submit a resume and pick up a copy of the basic job
description in the office.
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29

6

10:00 AM Staff meeting
12:00 PM AA Meeting[RH]
1:30 PM Bible Study

30

9:00 AM Quilters
10:00 AM Staff meeting

7

9:00 AM Quilters

31

15

12:00 PM NA Meeting (RH)

8

12:00 PM NA Meeting (RH)
6:45 PM Bible Study

1

16

12:00 PM NA Meeting [RH]
7:00 PM Choir Practice
8:00 PM Bell Practice

9

12:00 PM NA Meeting [RH]
7:00 PM Choir Practice

2

Church office closed
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Church office closed

10

Church office closed

3

1:30 PM Memorial Service
for Dr. Stang
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9:00 AM Property Meeting
[Lounge]
11:00 AM Park clean up
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Saturday

10:00 AM Worship Service Youth Sunday

Office Closed in observance
of Labor Day
12:00 PM AA Meeting[RH]

14

12:00 PM NA Meeting [RH]
6:00 PM Outreach Ministry
Team
7:00 PM Choir Practice
8:00 PM Bell Practice

24

Friday

5

13

12:00 PM NA Meeting (RH)
7:00 PM New Life Meeting
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Church office closed

Thursday

10:00 AM Worship Service

10:00 AM Staff meeting
9:00 AM Quilters
12:00 PM AA Meeting[RH]
7:00 PM Fellowship & Christian Service & Mission Ministry Meeting

22

12:00 PM NA Meeting [RH]
7:00 PM Choir Practice
8:00 PM Bell Practice

1

Wednesday

12

21

12:00 PM NA Meeting (RH)

30

Tuesday

9:00 AM Fellowship Time
10:00 AM Worship Service in
the Park
11:00 AM Sandwich and
Sundae Bar
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9:00 AM Quilters
7:00 PM FLIRT Meeting
[Lounge]

29

Monday

19

10:00 AM Staff meeting
12:00 PM AA Meeting[RH]
4:15 PM Our Daily Bread
Helpers always needed

28

Sunday

10:00 AM Worship Service

27

12:00 PM NA Meeting (RH)

4

26

9:00 AM Quilters

12:00 PM NA Meeting [RH]
7:00 PM Choir Practice
8:00 PM Bell Practice

2

25

10:00 AM Worship Service

10:00 AM Staff meeting
12:00 PM AA Meeting[RH]
7:00 PM Worship Ministry
Team Meeting
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