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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

  

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing. Now it 

springs forth. Do you not perceive it? Isaiah 43: 18-19a 

 I am very excited about something that we will be starting on June 12 of this year. After consulting 

with both the worship ministry team and the church council, and getting the go-ahead from both of those 

leadership teams, I have decided to try a new thing.  

 For the past 6 years, I have been preaching from what is known as the Revised Common Lection-

ary, (RCL) a three-year cycle of readings that not only the Lutheran Church but many other churches fol-

low, including the Catholic Church, the United Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church USA, and the 

Disciples of Christ. As you probably know, the RCL has four readings every week. The first reading is from 

the Old Testament (although in the Easter Season it switches to the book of Acts). The second reading is a 

psalm, the third reading is from the New Testament, and the fourth reading is from the Gospel. In the 

three-year cycle, Matthew is the Gospel read in year A, Mark in year B, and Luke in year C, with readings 

from John occasionally included. The RCL is an excellent tool for pastors and congregations. But it is not 

the only lectionary available. Since I have now gone through the RCL twice, beginning in June, I have decid-

ed to switch to what is called the Narrative Lectionary (NL), a four-year series of readings that was devel-

oped by the ELCA. The NL officially begins on the second Sunday in September. From that Sunday through 

the third Sunday in Advent, the focus of reading and preaching will be on the Old Testament, beginning 

with Genesis, and working all the way through the Old Testament. Beginning with the fourth Sunday of 

Advent and continuing through the second Sunday in Easter, the focus is on one of the four Gospels: 

Matthew in year 1, Mark in year 2, Luke in year 3, and John in year 4.  
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          From the third Sunday in Easter through Pentecost Sunday, the focus is on readings from the New 

Testament. Then, during the summer, there are three sermon series’: each one 4 or 5 weeks long. One  

sermon series is on a book of the Old Testament. One series is on a book of the New Testament, and one 

series is on something from Luther’s Small Catechism. This summer will feature four weeks on the Ten  

Commandments, five weeks on 1 Peter, and four weeks on the book of Ruth.  

The major benefit of the NL is that from September through almost Christmas, you get a much more 

in-depth and comprehensive view of the narrative of the Old Testament, as the stories flow in chronological 

order, and this can help us gain a greater appreciation of these stories that were the Bible for our Lord. 

From Christmas to Easter, we take a deep dive into one of the Gospels, again in chronological order (for the 

most part), to gain a deeper understanding of the narrative of each Gospel; especially in year 4 with John’s 

Gospel, where John will finally get his own year, instead of being cut up almost at random and placed      

willy-nilly into the three-year lectionary. The summer series gives us a chance to re-study our catechism, 

which Luther says we are always supposed to keep doing well beyond our confirmation, and do a deep dive 

into one whole book of the New Testament and one whole book of the Old Testament.  

The major change for the congregation is that each Sunday will feature only TWO readings instead 

of four, but they will be longer readings. Also, I will always read from what I will be preaching on, meaning 

that if you are the reader that week, YOU may be reading from the Gospel, rather than me! 

The overall goal is to provide for a deeper understanding of the scriptures, for a more fulfilling     

worship experience. I ask for your prayers for me and for the worship ministry team as we begin what     

Isaiah would call this “new thing”.  

In the abiding hope of the empty tomb, 

Pastor Larry 



4 

Report of Director of Music 

 

The Director of Music is trying to 

broaden your music terminology. 

 

Hint to the pun:  the one on the left 

is a French horn 

 

I want to thank all the musicians 
who worked hard during Lent and                                                                                             

                                Easter season. 

 

Our choir season will be ending June 5th with Pentecost 

Sunday.  That’s wear red Sunday. 

Anyone have recommendations for special music in the 

rest of June, July and August please let me know. 

Get your vote in for your favorite hymns for the 10    

sanctuary services of the summer. 
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                              From the Financial Secretary 

Financial Secretary 

      
Judy Vassar 

 
 

Taken from “…and God is able to provide you with every 
blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 
everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.” 
2 Corinthians 9:8 

 
Share abundantly as we have received. The purpose of 
these gifts is for the good of the community of God. We give 
to build up the body of Christ. We use and share our gifts 
for the benefit of all.  
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TUESDAY LUNCH 

Tuesday In the Park – Oakland Sq Park  

Tuesday  May 3 at 
noon.                                                                                                                            
                                 

Bring a lawn chair   

If weather isn’t cooperating, we will meet in the court-
yard.                                             

 Bring your lunch and good fellowship!                                                  

                       

CHRISTIAN SERVICE AND MISSION 

will again be supporting the 

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 

First Lutheran Church, along with other Logan County    

Churches,  is again supporting a New Path Pregnancy Center 

Fundraiser. Bottles will be distributed after the service on May 

8th (Mother’s Day) for you to fill with your donations of loose 

change.  This will run through June 19th (Father’s Day) when 

the bottles will be collected.  Feel free to direct any questions 

to Cheri Comstock.   (937) 597-4263 

 
 

. 
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            Faith Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 17th at                        

            noon in  Oakland Square Park (weather  

             permitting) or in the Courtyard.                                      

                                     Bring your lunch and a lawn chair. 

                                     We will be finalizing plans for the  

                                     Soup and Salad Luncheon.                             

                    

 

                    Luncheon    

 
Sunday, May 22, immediately following worship 

sponsored by Faith Circle.  

All proceeds going to the Youth to help with the 

expenses for their Mission Trip to Hocking Hills in  

July.  

You may dine-in or carry-out. 

There will be a variety of soups, salads, sides and 

desserts. 

Come join us for food and fellowship!                                           
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Our turn to help with Our Daily Bread 

 for May is Monday, May 16th at  

4:15 pm.   Desserts of cookies,  

cupcakes and brownies are needed. 

        Thanks for helping. 

 

Join us Sunday, June 12th, for the first Service in the Park for this year.  We 

will gather for worship in Oakland Square Park at 10:00 am.  Bring your  fa-

vorite lawn chair to sit in.  Donuts, coffee, and juice will be provided. (If it 

rains, all activities will be moved to the church ) 

The deadline for the June 

newsletter articles is May 19th  

 

 

The nursery is being opened again to 

offer services to families with children 

ages infant to 10 years old.  If anyone is 

interested in helping to staff the nursery, 

please contact Brittanny Porter at 

briporter2018@gmail.com 
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                       PROPERTY WORK DAY    May 14th 

 

Property meeting @ 9:00 am and work   

day follows.  Many hands make the work 

go faster.  Lots of work but “Good  

Fellowship”!  Please put this date on                  

                         your calendar. 

********************************************* 

Our church would like to give the adults/older 

members of the church the opportunity to     

assist in the acolyte duties.  You may sit in your 

pew and light/put out the candles at the        

appropriate times.  Please consider this as a way you can be 

involved in our worship service. 

************************************************** 

Contributions can still be made through May to the Eastern 

Europe Crisis Response.  New Life Charitable will be matching 

the donations of our congregation up to $2000.00.  Checks 

can be made out to Lutheran Disaster Response. Please put 

Eastern Europe Crisis Response on the check memo line. 
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             The church office will be closed on Monday, May 31st,  

                          in the observance of Memorial Day.  

Pastor Larry and Carolyn will  be gone from May  

26th  through June 1st.  He will return to the office 

on June 2nd. This is a special vacation which in-

cludes the baptism of their new grandson, Ethan. 

      

NOI$Y MONEY SUNDAY 

          MAY 29TH 

                                       CHEF SUNDAY  MAY 29TH 

The Christian Higher Education Fund is one of the Special  

Ministries of First Lutheran Church.  Grants are made on a yearly  

basis to assist students in furthering their education. 
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  Pentecost  Sunday, Sunday, June 5, 2022.  

On this day, the church will gather to celebrate 

the ongoing life of the Holy Spirit who is its 

breath, vitality , and inspiration.  We are      

asking everyone to wear something RED to 

church.  

  

 

 

As part of our Pentecost celebration, we will be offering red potted  

         geraniums or mums (whichever they are able to have available) for  

         you to purchase for  $8.00 each.  Wren’s Florist  will be providing  

         these flowers.   

         Ordering envelopes are available in the upper narthex.  You can also  

         call or email  your order to the church office.   

Please remember to include your payment with the order.                           

The last day to order will be  Tuesday, May 17th.        
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 May Ministry Team Meeting Date:  

                     05/14—Property Committee 

                     05/17—7:00pm  FLIRT Meeting         

                     05/23 —7:00pm  Worship Team    
 

Highlights  

 

Faith Formation Ministry Team 

• Revive nursery 

• VBS 

Christian Service  and  Mission 

Ministry Team 

• Baby Bottle campaign 

Faith Circle 

• “Raising Arrows Project” 

• Lunches in the Park 

Finance Ministry Team 

• Monitor church finances 

Flirt 

• Share fire drill information with 

congregation 

Outreach Ministry Team 

• Continue program to reach “shut 

ins” 

Property Ministry Team 

• Continued renovations 

• Outside landscaping 

Worship Ministry Team 

• Summer services 

• Park services 

 

              Sunday Attendance for March       

                           On site                 Online 

 

March 6    64                       49  

March 13    60   12 

March 20            65           30  

March 27    70   15 

   

AVERAGE    65   27 

 

2022 Church Council 

President– Susan Wyckoff                                                                  

Vice-President– Brenda Shively 

Secretary– Carolyn Novak  

Treasurer—John Belser 

Financial Secretary—Judy Vassar 

Members– Chris Hildreth Blair, John Bodin, Ray Kramer, 

Judy Lunz, Brittanny Porter, Sally Stephan, Ray Swisher 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

Copies of reports from the meetings of each ministry team is 

available for you to view  in the Partners In Ministry Book 

located in the upper narthex. 
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During the past month we have remembered many in prayer.  We remember in prayer 

all who are in need of God’s presence and care … especially:   

 

Health Issues:                                                  Surgery: 

Carolyn Novak                                                  Carl Gillespie 

Gerhard Miller                                                  Mike Myers 

Billy Peterson           Pastor Karen Torrez 

Mike Maze 

Anna May Coldren 

Sherri Hodies 

Perry Hodies 

Barb Hodies 

Maxine Brunke 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

  

 

 

 

 

 

5/01 Mason Swisher 

5/04 Megan Bingaman 

5/04 Marley Shields 

5/06 Connie Johnson 

5/06 Cheri Comstock 

5/12 Chris Gamble 

5/13 Margaret Barger 

5/13 Deborah Lillard 

5/13 Dick Griffith 

5/15 Lowell Huber 

5/15 Krista Belser 

5/15 Cody Allen 

5/15 Olivia Kauffman 

5/19 Madison Jones 

5/19 Garrett Dixon 

5/21 Judy Lunz 

5/22 Betty Fultz 

5/24 Stacie Jones 

5/25 Garrett Comstock 

5/26 Walter Smola 

5/29 John Marshall 

5/31 Tom Jameson 

 

 

  

 

05/10/1990 Chuck & Rhonda Bingaman 

05/03/1986 Dave & Peggy Dishop 

05/20/2000 Perry & Sherri Hodies 

05/24/1986 Jim & Carol Simpson 

05/26/1986 Walter & Carol Smola 

05/20/2000 Mike & Nancee Starkey 
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      Serving in Worship  May 2022 

 

Worship Assistant: 

May 1  Chris Hildreth Blair 

May 8  Chris Tillman 

May 15 Beth Harman 

May 22 Kris Shannon 

May 29 Cindy Weikart 

 

Communion Assistant: 

May 1  Jean Wright 

May 8  Dave Comstock             

May 15 Tina Keckler 

May 22 Gail Keck 

May 29 Barb Triplett 

 

Usher for May: 

Kevin Miller 

 

Altar Guild for May: 

Cindy Weikart 

 

Communion Bread for May: 

Roger and Rachel Kauffman 

 

Reader: 

May 1  Brenda Shively 

May 8  Dan Shively 

May 15 Beth Harman 

May 22  Susan Wyckoff 

May 29 Chris Hildreth Blair 

 

Greeter (s): 

May 1  Connie Regula 

May 8     Jinny Fergus 

May 15 Judy Lunz 

May 22 Ed & Deb Pulfer 

May 29 Jean Wright 

 

Acolyte:           

May 1  Carl Gillespie 

May 8, 15,  Winnie Bodin 

      22 ,29              

                 

Crucifer: Lottie Bodin 

May 8, 15,  

       22, 29 
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• The Empire State Building opened its doors on May 1, 1931.  At the point of its con-
struction it held the record for being the tallest building in the world. 

• May is a pretty good month for U. S. presidents.  Every other month of the year, at 
least one U. S. president has died, but never in May. 

• May is pretty exclusive when it comes to day of the week.  No other month is one 
single year starts or finishes on the same weekday as May.  Basically, if the first of 
May is on a Friday, and the 31st of May is on Sunday, no other months in the year 
will start or end on a Friday or Sunday. 

• May actually has two birth flowers—the Lily-of-the-Valley and the Hawthorn.  The 
Hawthorn flower is a symbol of hope, while the Lily-of-the-Valley represents the re-
turn of happiness  and sweetness. 

• Many famous people were born in May, such as Mark Zuckerberg,  Karl Marx, 
Clint Eastwood, Wes Anderson,  John F. Kennedy, Queen Victoria and Catherine 
the Great. 

• The United Kingdom celebrates May as the National  “Smile” Month. 

• May 5  Cinco de Mayo 

• May 8  Mother’s Day 

• May 21  Armed Forces Day 

• May 30  Memorial Day 

INTERESTING BITS AND PIECES 
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