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for newsletter 

articles for 

April   is  
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Mission Statement:  

Sharing God’s grace 

through   prayer,      

witness, and service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  March 2, 2022 

12:00 pm service at FLC with                                      

Imposition of Ashes 

    1:00 pm-2:00 pm “drive through”               

Imposition of Ashes 

 

7:00 pm Joint Ash Wednesday Service at 

the First Christian Church 

Lenten Dinners will begin 3/9 at 6:00 pm 

Lenten Services will begin 3/9 at 7:00 pm 

Both will continue through 4/6 

(See list inside) 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

A fascinating story has been making the rounds on Facebook, involving a Catholic Priest named An-

dres Arango, a priest at St. Gregory Catholic Church in Phoenix. While performing a baptism, Father 

Arango said “WE baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”. A 

few congregation members said to him later that the proper language is to say “I”, and not “We”. 

Father Arango was aghast at this, because he had been saying “we” for 20 years. In checking with 

his superiors, he was informed that the Catholic Church does indeed require the priest to say “I 

baptize you”, and furthermore, saying “we” invalidates the baptism! The devastated priest realized 

that according to the Catholic Church, every baptism he had ever done over the last 20 years was 

invalid, and in his shame, he resigned his call.  

 I grieve the loss of any minister of the Gospel, especially when I disagree wholeheartedly 

with the reason for his resignation. Now, make no mistake, I am not saying that pastors or priests 

can say any old thing in baptism. They are supposed to say the liturgy correctly, and be faithful to 

the traditions of the church. They cannot simply wing it-throwing water on the child with a terse 

“There. You’re baptized. Have a nice day”. And certainly, making sure to say that you baptize either 

“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” or “In the name of the Triune 

God” is extremely important. But saying “We” instead of “I”-does that really invalidate a baptism? 

Especially if the presiding minister honestly thought he was saying the correct words? I do not think 

it does, and neither does the ELCA.  

 Back in Martin Luther’s day, the Catholic Church had thought that it had caught Luther in a 

contradiction; for on the one hand, Luther said (quoting Paul), that we are not and cannot be saved 

by any works on our behalf. We are saved only by God’s grace through faith in Christ Jesus. Yet Lu-

ther ALSO said that for salvation, a person MUST be baptized: quoting from Mark 16:16, “The one 

who believes and is baptized will be saved, but the one who does not believe will be condemned”. 

Critics of Luther thus replied: “HA! Gotcha, Martin. You say that salvation requires that a person be 

baptized, but that is a WORK”-so our salvation DOES depend on a work.” But no, in Luther’s Large 

Catechism, he explains this. Baptism is indeed a work, but it not a work that we do. It is a work that 

God does: 
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 To be baptized in God’s name is to be baptized not by human beings but by God Himself. 

Although it is performed by human hands, it is nevertheless truly God’s own act. From this fact, eve-

ryone can easily conclude that it is of much greater value than the work of any human being or 

saint. For what human work can possibly be greater than God’s work?”  (The Book of Concord, Kolb 

and Wengert-Large Catechism, pages 457-458, section 10).   

In essence, the Lutheran Church believes that since God is perfect, and since God is the one 

doing the baptism, that the baptism is perfect and valid-even if pastors screw up a word-even if 

they get the child’s name wrong, or say “we” instead of I”. In fact, one might even argue that “WE” 

is MORE theologically correct than “I’ because it is God-the Triune God of Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit doing the baptism! (But until the church gives me the OK, I am still going to say “I”.)  

March 2 is Ash Wednesday, when our 40-day Lenten Journey (Not counting Sundays) begins. 

Lent is intimately linked with Baptism. Traditionally, it was the time for those seeking to be bap-

tized began a series of devotional studies to prepare themselves for baptism on Easter Sunday. And 

it is also a time for us who are already baptized to reflect on and renew our baptismal vows-

realizing how we have turned from God in our sin, and making a commitment to repent-turn our 

lives around, back to God, often incorporating spiritual disciplines: Daily Bible readings, fasting one 

day a week, or daily prayer during those forty days.  

Yet we are mindful that while it is important for us to engage in these practices, they do not 

lead to our salvation. For we are truly indeed saved, reconciled to God, made right with God, only 

through God’s grace through faith in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

In our baptism, we are clothed with Christ and become children of God. When we affirm our 

baptism, we commit and affirm for ourselves to the baptismal promises that were made on our be-

half when we were baptized as infants. Christ is with us-even if the pastor screws up the words! 

Rejoice in this Good News. 

In the abiding hope of the empty tomb, 

Pastor Larry 
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The word “Lent” comes from the old English word lencten. This season 
begins with Ash Wednesday, and runs for 40 days, until Easter. The    
tradition of placing ashes on the forehead on Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of a season of solemnity and reflection on Christ’s suffering for 
our sins. Holy Week occurs the week prior to Easter, starting with Palm 
Sunday and ending with Good Friday. 

Colors of Lent and Easter: The colors for Lent are purple, to remind us 

of our need for repentance. For Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and Holy 

Saturday, black is used to reminds us of our sorrow at our Savior’s      

suffering. On Easter, the colors are white or gold, the color of purity,    

holiness, glory, and joy for our Savior’s resurrection and triumph on the 

cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week recalls the events of the week that led up to the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Over the years, this week has 

been considered the most important and holy time in the life of 

the church—especially what is known as the “ Triduum ” — or Great 

Three Days — of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter    

morning.  
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Wednesday March 2, 2022 

 

 

 

First Lutheran will have a 12:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service in the 

sanctuary with the imposition of ashes 

 

From 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm the imposition of ashes will be available by 

driving through the church parking lot. 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Church and First Christian Church will have a 
joint Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30 pm at the                 

First Christian Church 
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 March 9th 

6:00 pm  Lenten Dinner Hosted by Worship Committee (soup—main dish) 

7:00 pm   Lenten Worship Service                                                      

 

March 16th  

6:00 pm Lenten Dinner Hosted by Christian Service and Fellowship  

                                                                                    (lasagna—main dish) 

7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service 

 

March 23rd 

6:00 pm Lenten Dinner  Hosted by Outreach and Faith Formation 

                                                                                       (tacos—main dish) 

7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service 

 

March 30th 

6:00 pm Lenten Dinner Hosted by WELCA  (pulled chicken & sloppy joe -                     

                                                                                                   main dish) 

7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service 

 

April 6th  

6:00 pm Lenten Dinner Hosted by Property and FLIRT) (surprise—main           

                                                                                                           dish) 

7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service 

  

The committees will also provide beverages along with the main dish.  Those        

      attending can bring a side dish, such as a salad or dessert to share. 
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                            From the Financial Secretary 

                                        Judy Vassar 

 

 

Taken from “…..gave according to their means, and even beyond their 
means.”                                                                      2 Corinthians 8:3 

 

Sacrifice proportionately as Christ sacrificed for us. For our sake Jesus 
gave up everything to make us rich through the cross and resurrection.  We 

are called to sacrifice so others may share in God’s word and blessings. 
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Report of Director of Music 

             The Director of Music is tryng to broaden your music terminology. 

 

                        Hint to the pun: sharps and naturals are before the notes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the month of March we will be having Ash Wednesday noon service 

at First Lutheran Church and 6:30 pm service at First Christian 

Church.  Our choir members will be participating in the service at 

First Christian Church. 

 

Wednesdays, March 9, 16, 23, 30 and April 6 will be Midweek Lenten 

Services at First Lutheran Church beginning at 7:00 pm.  Meals are 

being planned so look for the list in the upcoming bulletins. 



9 

                                             FAITH CIRCLE 

   Faith Circle will meet Tuesday, March 15th at noon. Bring 

your lunch. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

    

MISSION PROJECT                         Raising Arrows Ohio 

Raising Arrows Ohio is a non-profit organization serving the foster 

care community in Logan and surrounding counties   

Located inside Union Station at 613 Hamilton St. (former South-

eastern Elem. School), they provide infant to teen clothes, shoes, 

coats, backpacks, toys, diapers, wipes, baby accessories and other 

essentials at no cost to foster families.  

Our Lenten Project to benefit Raising Arrows is to collect: 

 Diapers (6 months to 3 years) 

 Pull ups 

 Baby wipes 

There will be a bin in the lower narthex for donations.  

This collection drive will run from March 2nd thru April 19th. 

 

                  MAKE LENT COUNT 

             PRAY   *    ACT    *    GIVE 
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It will soon be time to order the beautiful 

sanctuary  flowers for Easter Sunday.  An 

assortment of lilies, daffodils, hyacinths, 

and tulips can be ordered.  New Leaf  flo-

rist will be providing the flowers;  however 

they have not given us a price or an order 

deadline. Once we have that information 

there will be ordering envelopes in the 

bulletins with extra envelopes located in 

the upper narthex. Once available, please 

remember to fill out the information on 

the front of the envelope and  include 

your payment.    

Thanks to all who help out at Our Daily Bread.  We will be serving on March 21st at 

4:15 pm and helpers are needed to serve the meals.  Also needed  are cookies, cup-

cakes or brownies. Please contact the church office if you plan to help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 13th.  Remember to            

move your  clocks forward 1 hour.    
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First Lutheran Church:  I want to thank all of you for your thoughtfulness through out the 

year—the altar flowers, the gift bag at Christmas time, the many cards, the phone calls and 

your prayers.  I sincerely appreciate it all.      Mary Contner 

 

 

Thanks to everyone for their kind notes and thoughtful prayers.  

Also thanks for the flowers.                           Marge MacGillivray 

 

 

Thanks to everyone for all the cards and for the altar flowers.     Bill Fent 

 

 

To all the Lutheran Church Membership:  Thank you all so much for all of the pa-

jamas you collected fo us. The little ones on the W.I.C. program will be warm at 

night and have some new PJs.  We appreciate your generosity. 

Tracy Davis RN, WIC Director               Kathleen Davis, WIC Nurse 
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The Christian Higher Education Fund Ministry Team is responsible for 

providing grants to worthy applicates from First Lutheran Church to 

assist in continuing their education beyond high school.  Sizes of the 

grants are determined by two factors: number of applicates and     

available funds. Financial contributions are always welcome and   

greatly assist in our endeavors. 

This year’s applications are available in the church office and should be 

completed and returned to the office by April 15th. 

The Ministry Team then meets in late April or early May to review the 

applications and determine grants.  Current members of the Ministry 

Team are Chris Tillman, Cheri Comstock, and Carl Gillespie. 

 

Please consider donating one and/or two vases of altar flowers.  We 

still have numerous openings for 2022.  The need for March and April 

are as follows: 

     Mar 13 — 1 vases                                                   Apr 10— 2 vases 

     Mar 20 — 1 vase                                                     Apr 17— 1 vase 

     Mar 27— 2 vases                                                    Apr 24— 1 vase 

                              OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

This committee is looking forward to starting two new groups: 

1. A group for visitor follow up. 

2. A group for follow up on members who have not been in church for some 

time. 

We are hoping for volunteers willing to serve on either of these groups.  If in-

terested, please contact Brenda Shively @ 937-935-6707 or the church office. 

We would also love to have more people join our Outreach Committee. We 

meet the 3rd Thursday of even months at 6:00 pm. 
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Work on updating the directory has begun.  See forms in 

Upper Narthex.  Either complete the form(s) or send the  

Information to the Office Manager’s email. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

March Ministry Team Meeting Date:  

          

          3/15   7:00pm  FLIRT Meeting         

          3/28   7:00pm  Worship Team    

 

 

 

Ministry Team Highlights  

Christian Service Ministry Team 

•  Upcoming Spring Events 

Faith Formation Ministry Team 

• Sunday morning Bible Study 

Fellowship Ministry Team 

• Mission Project 

• WELCA Spring Gathering 

Finance Ministry Team 

• Monitor church finances 

Outreach Ministry Team 

• Developing follow up contacts 

for visitors  

Property Ministry Team 

• Building maintenance  

Worship Ministry Team 

• Holy Week Services 

Copies of reports from the monthly 

meetings of each ministry team is 

available for you to view in the 

Partners In Ministry Book located 

in the lower narthex. 

Sunday Attendance for Jan 

                          On site       Online 

Jan   2                   42        20    

Jan   9                   54               25 

Jan 16                   46               39 

Jan 23                   48               26 

Jan 30                   52               20 

 

Average                48               26 

 

2022 Church Council 

President–  Susan Wyckoff                                                              

Vice-President– Brenda Shively 

Secretary– Carolyn Novak  

Treasurer—John Belser 

Financial Secretary—Judy Vassar 

Members– Chris Hildreth Blair, John Bodin, Ray Kramer, 

Judy Lunz, Brittanny Porter, Sally Stephan, Ray Swisher 
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During the past month we have remembered many in prayer.  We 

remember in prayer all who are in need of God’s presence and care 

… especially:   

 

Health Issues:      Surgery:   Entered the Church Triumphant: 

Peggy Barker   Todd Harbour   Jean Burton 

Lynette Becraft   Ted Hoy    Billy Robinson 

Maxine Brunke   Cheryl Kramer   Frank Walls 

John Gensemer   Elaine Latimer 

Ray Kramer   Pastor Karen Torrez 

Dennis Latimer 

Bill Dickerson 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

  

 

 

 

 

 

03/01 Tyler Reasor 

03/04 Carol Keck 

03/09 Lois Heintz 

03/13 Barb Triplett 

03/13 Tom Rose 

03/18 Reid Chamberlain 

03/21 Carol Smola 

03/24 Linda MacGillivray 

03/26  Dennis Latimer 

03/27 Ella Swisher 

03/30 Rhonda Bingaman 

03/31 Emma Swisher 

  

                 March 7, 2022 

 

 

  

 

03/23/2013 Cody & Dana Allen 

03/13/1964 William & Lois Heintz 
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     Serving in Worship  March 2022 

Ushers 

3/2    Susan Wyckoff            (Ash Wednesday) 

3/6    Gail Keck 

3/9    Chris Hildreth Blair       (Mid week service) 

          Marshall Blair Hildreth 

3/13  Walt Stephan              

3/16  Susan Wyckoff               (Mid week service) 

3/20  Ray Swisher 

3/23  TBD                                  (Midweek service) 

3/27  Cheri Comstock 

3/30  Dave & Cheri Comstock (Midweek service) 

 

Acolytes                              Crucifer 

3/6    TBD          TBD 

3/13 Winnie Bodin   Lottie Bodin 

3/20  TBD   TBD 

3/27  Winnie Bodin  Lottie Bodin 

 

Readers 

3/7      Carolyn Novak 

3/14    Cindy Weikart 

3/21    Dave Vassar 

3/28    Susan Wyckoff 

 

Communion Assistants 

3/2  Kris Swisher                 (Ash Wednesday) 

3/6  Jan Vanhoose 

3/13  Brittanny Porter 

3/20  Jinny Fergus 

3/30  Jim Donnelly 

 

Readers 

3/2 Susan Wyckoff         (Ash Wednesday Service) 

3/6 Dave Vassar 

3/13 Chris Tillman 

3/20 John Gensemer 

3/27 Winnie & Lottie Bodin 

Greeters 

3/2      Susan Wycoff              (Ash Wednesday Service) 

3/6 Kipker Family 

3/9 Chris Hildreth Blair    (Mid week service) 

              Marshall Blair Hildreth 

3/13 Walt & Sally Stephan 

3/16 Susan Wyckoff             (Mid week service) 

3/20 Betty Vondenhovel 

3/23 TBD                               (Mid week service) 

3/27 Chris & Jennifer McKenrick 

3/30     Dave & Cheri Comstock (Mid week service) 

 

Worship Assistants 

3/2 Dave Vassar                    (Ash Wednesday) 

3/6 Beth Harmon 

3/13 Kris Shannon 

3/20 Cindy Weikart 

3/27 Dick Griffith 
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