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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created equal. That they are 

endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights; and that among these rights are life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  

 Hopefully, you recognize these famous words from the Declaration of Independence. 

Signed on July 2 and published on July 4, 1776, the Declaration declared our independence 

from Great Britain.  

 The first inalienable right this famous document names is the right to life. The right to 

life has been in the news a lot lately. At the time of this publication, the United States Su-

preme Court has probably already ruled on Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health, a case that 

could overturn Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, the two major abortion rulings 

of the last fifty years. The Dobbs case concerns a Mississippi law that would ban most abor-

tions after 15 weeks. If Roe and Casey are indeed overturned, it would be a major victory for 

opponents of abortion, who have lobbied, marched, and fought for that outcome for almost 

five decades. The Supreme Court ruling, however it goes, will not end the debate, of course. 

The debate will simply move out of the courts and into the state legislatures.  

A recent column in the Columbus Dispatch by guest columnist Jocelyn Hamlar (June 10, 2022), 

pointed out that being pro-life should be about far more than taking a stand against       

abortion. Regarding the right to life, Ms. Hamlar wrote: 

Basically, every individual should have: 

The right to not be killed in school, in church, or at the mall; 

The right not to starve to death because there are no grocery stores that you can reach by foot 

because there is no bus and you have no car; 

The right to not die in a makeshift boat because you are not offered asylum to flee murderous 

regimes and enter a safer country (which is now debatable); 

The right to not die after a traffic stop; 

The right to not die while jogging; 

The right not to die of the coronavirus which has spread from maskless, unvaccinated people; 

The right not to be caught in crossfire while sitting in your living room 

And those are only a few examples. 
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I could not agree more. Jesus said that he came into the world so that we may have life, and 
have it abundantly. If Christians truly want to be pro-life, we need to focus our efforts beyond 
the abortion debate and work to eliminate hunger, racism, gun violence, and other things that  
kill. We need to have comprehensive immigration reform. We need for everyone to have        
access to food; clean water; safe, decent, affordable housing; and affordable quality health 
care. We need to help combat the opioid epidemic that is ruining far too many lives. And most 
importantly, we need to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, and invite people into a       
relationship with the Living Lord.  

Let us pray: 

Gracious God, we are so blessed that you have showered your blessings upon this nation. As  

we celebrate the 146th anniversary of the birth of this nation, we give thanks and praise that 

we live in a country where we are free to worship you without fear of persecution. We pray for 

Christians and missionaries who live and work in countries where this is not so; countries like 

Nigeria, North Korea, Iraq, and Afghanistan, where preaching the Gospel is dangerous.  

As we acknowledge the inalienable right to life, empower us to work to provide the world with  

a rich, full life; free from poverty, hunger, addiction, violence, war, and anything else that takes 

away life. Let your Spirit work within our hearts to create a world flowing with abundant life. 

Thank you for coming into the world; for the Word becoming Flesh, to save us from the forces  

of Sin, Death, and the Devil, so that we may have abundant life both in this world and the next. 

We pray for all of this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Redeemer, Amen.  

 

In the abiding hope of the empty tomb, 

 

Pastor Larry 
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                   Report of Director of Music 

 

 

The Director of Music is tyring to broaden your music terminology. 

Hint for the pun:  Most of you can remember swing music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you are enjoying the variety of special summer music.  I appreciate every-

one that is sharing a talent.  Lots of more good soloists ahead also. 

I know you love singing those favorite hymns.   

Great choices throughout the summer. 
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         From the Financial Secretary 

Taken from “…arrange in advance for this bountiful gift that you have 
promised.” 2 Corinthians 9:5 
 
Commit intentionally means making a statement about your intent 
and following through. As members in the body of Christ, we are asked 
to make a commitment of our time, talents, and resources as a faithful 
response to God and as a statement of support for God’s work.   
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                  Thrive!  

Our Thrive! campaign continues to be on target.  We 
have a three year goal of $10,000. In 2021 (12 months) 
we had a balance of $5530.67;  so far in 2022                
(6 months) we have added $2696.33 to the fund. As 
you can see we are doing extremely well in reaching 
our goal and may possibly surpass it! Thanks to all 
who  continue to contribute. 

We, as a congregation, and many others in the  
Southern Ohio Synod will benefit from this program 
set up to train lay people to step up in to leadership            
positions as well as helping diminish the long term 
debt of those choosing the  ministry as just two of 
the benefits of this program. 
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             Tuesdays In The Park 

We will continue to meet for Lunch on the 1st 

and 3rd  Tuesday in  July.  The  5th & the 19th. 

  Bring your lunch, lawn chair  

and a friend. 

ANY MEMBER OF FLC and their guests are welcome to join 

us... women or men. 

 

We will enjoy the outdoors sitting over in Oakland Square 

Park, weather permitting. 

Come Join us for fellowship & fun! 
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Come early on Sunday, July 10th, for an opportunity for fellowship 

with one another before the  outdoor service.  Doughnuts, coffee, 

and juice will be  available starting at 9:00am in Oakland Square 

Park.   

   Our Outdoor Worship service will follow at 10:00. 

 BRING A LAWN CHAIR 

In the event of inclement weather, Fellowship time will be in Rice              

Hall with Worship in the Sanctuary as usual.  

    Property Committee Meeting and Park Clean 

Up on July 9th.  Meeting at 10:00 am in the 

church and after the meeting go outside to help 

with the park cleanup for the Oakland Square Park Service 

on 10th at 10:00 am.          
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                                                          Our turn to  serve at Our Daily Bread       

                         will be Monday, July 18th.   

        We will  be needing people to     

                  volunteer to serve the third Monday of  

                  each month  from 4:15-6:00 pm to   

                             Please contact the church office if you  

                      would like to volunteer.  

                             Donations of cookies, cupcakes and brownies are always needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming in August will be the “Backpack” Sunday at the  

August 21st Park Service.  More details to come in the  

bulletins and August newsletter. 
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  Sandwich and Sundae Bar    

         sponsored by Faith Circle 

                     Sunday July 24th following Worship                  

         Sandwiches 

Varieties of Ice Cream with 

           many toppings 

 

Freewill Donations 

Proceeds to go to Christian Service and Mission 

Ministry to continue the ministry of providing 

needed items to area homeless shelters. 
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    TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!! 
     

   A Night at the Columbus Clippers  

 

               
     

Vs Toledo Mud Hens                                     

Saturday August 
20th                     Game 7:05 pm 
All Tickets $16         Fireworks Included!   

Everyone Welcome! 
 

 

Sign-up in the lower narthex or call the church office                                  

Deadline to order:  Sunday July 10th  
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We would like to thank all of you that helped make the funeral of our dad, Bill 

Fent, so memorable.  This includes those that sent a card or message, came to 

visitation or the service, helped with the service, helped with the funeral 

meal, donated food or just said prayers.  We very much appreciated all of the 

care shown to us by our loving congregation.  We were sad to see dad go but 

know that he is at peace.  For those of you that know dad you will appreciate 

the fact that he had a deck of cards placed in the casket with him to make sure 

there would be cards in heaven. 

         Brenda Shively and Barb Triplett 

 

Thank You to all in the congregation for the holiday cards and gifts, birthday 

cards, flowers, and visits.  I appreciate your caring and thoughtfulness. 

                                                                              Becky Longbrake 
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July Ministry Team Meeting Dates:  

            07/09—10:00 am Property Meeting 

 07/19— 7:00pm FLIRT Meeting    

 07/25—7:00 pm Worship Meeting 

 

August : 

08/01– Christian Service & Mission Ministry Team &  

Fellowship Ministry Team 

Ministry Team Highlights  

 

Faith Circle 

• Plans for sandwich & sundae 

bar 7/24 

• Plans for a Clippers Game 8/22 

Faith Formation Ministry Team 

• Nursery 

• VBS 

Fellowship and Christian Service 

and Mission Ministry Team 

• Park clean up 

• Park Services 

Finance Ministry Team 

• Monitor church finances 

FLIRT 

• Upcoming Fire drill 

Outreach Ministry Team 

• Continue program to reach out 

to those unable to attend 

services 

Property Ministry Team 

• Continued repairs and 

maintenance 

Worship Ministry Team 

• Summer services 

 

Copies of reports from the monthly 

meetings of each ministry team is 

available for you to view in the 

Partners In Ministry Book located 

in the upper narthex. 

              Sunday Attendance for May        

    On site  Online 

May 1      72      35 

May 8      72      29 

May 15     56      28 

May 22     69      25 

May 29     75      38 

 

Average     69      31 

2022 Church Council 

President–  Gail Keck                                                                  

Vice-President– Cheri Comstock  

Secretary– Carolyn Novak  

Treasurer—John Belser 

Financial Secretary—Judy Vassar 

Members- Ray Swisher, Susan Wyckoff, Ben Zoldak, Chris 

Hildreth-Blair, Sally Stephan, Ray Kramer, Brenda Shively 
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During the past month we have remembered many in prayer.  We remember in prayer 

all who are in need of God’s presence and care … especially:   

 

Health Issues:       Surgery: 

John Wanamaker       Kathy Fultz 

         Kylie Eaton 

         Tommy Belser 

 

 

         Entered the Church Triumphant: 

     Kay Baker 

     Bill Fent 

     Rosemary LaBatt 
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           HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

7/02 Dave Comstock 

7/03 Stephanie Oaks 

7/05 Hayden Baxley     

7/11 Tom Weikart 

7/13 Betty Vondenhuevel 

7/14 Tommy Belser 

7/15 Dave O’Brien 

7/17 Ray Swisher 

7/20 Brenda Shively 

7/20 Sherri Hodies   

7/23 Abbey Shields 

7/25 John Belser 

7/29 Gene Barger 

7/29 Scott Chamberlain 

7/29 Hannah Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill & Joy Badenhop  7/2/1988    

Chris & Karen Gamble 7/7/2012    

Carl & Rachel Gillespie 7/25/1971 

Steve & Beth Harman  7/28/1984 

John & Rosalee Horn  7/30/1983 

Tom & April Jameson  7/06/1991 

Chris & Jennifer McKenrick 7/08/1995 

Tom & Liz Rose  7/17/1993 
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     Serving in Worship  July 2022 

Worship Assistant: 

July 3  Kris Shannon 

July 10 Beth Harman  (Park) 

July 17 Chris Tillman 

July 24 Chris Hildreth Blair 

July 31 Kris Swisher 

 

Communion Assistant: 

July 3  Colleen Bodin 

July 17 Dave Comstock 

July 31 Dave O’Brien 

 

Usher: 

July 3  Walt Stephan 

July 10 Susan Wyckoff  (Park) 

July 17 Walt Stephan 

July 24 Walt Stephan 

July 31 Walt Stephan 

 

Reader: 

July 3  John Gensemer  

July 10 Chris Tillman  (Park) 

July 17 Cindy Weikart 

July 24 Susan Wyckoff 

July 31 Carl Gillespie 

    

Greeter(s); 

July 3  Beth Harman 

July 10 Susan Wyckoff (Park) 

July 17 Tom & April Jameson 

July 24 Ray & Cheryl Kramer 

July 31 Tom & Liz Rose 

 

Acolyte: 

July 3  Winnie Bodin 

July 17 Dave Comstock 

July 24 Kris Swisher 

July 31 Carl Gillespie 

 

Crucifer: 

July 3  Lottie Bodin 

 

 

Altar Guild: 

Margie Bixler & Susan Wyckoff 

 

Communion Bread: 

Cheri Comstock 
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