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Mission Statement:  

Sharing God’s grace 

through prayer, 

witness, and service.  

 

The body of Christ given for you 

The blood of Christ shed for you. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Romans 5: 1-5 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ,  through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 

stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  And not only that, but we 

also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  and endur-

ance produces character, and character produces hope,  and hope does not disap-

point us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

that has been given to us. 

One of the most hope-filled Christians who ever lived was Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

of South Africa, who entered the church triumphant on December 26, 2021. In his 

many struggles to help dismantle the racist system known as apartheid in South Afri-

ca, everyone could not help but notice the infectious joy that exuded from the man, 

even in the midst of the most nerve- wracking situations. One of my favorite stories of 

Bishop Tutu was written by Jim Wallis, the founder of Sojourners, in his book God’s 

Politics. Wallis writes: 

The former South African archbishop Desmond Tutu used to famously say; “We are 
prisoners of hope”. Such a statement might be taken as merely rhetorical or even ec-
centric if you hadn’t seen Bishop Tutu stare down the notorious South African Security 
Police when they broke into the Cathedral of St. George during his sermon at an ecu-
menical service. I was there, and have preached about the dramatic story of his re-
sponse more times than I can count. The incident taught me more about the power of 
hope than any other moment of my life. Desmond Tutu stopped preaching and just 
looked at the intruders as they lined the walls of his cathedral, wielding writing pads 
and threatening him with consequences for any bold prophetic utterances. They had 
already arrested Tutu and other church leaders just a few weeks before and kept them 
in jail for several days to make both a statement and a point; religious leaders who 
take on leadership roles in the struggle against apartheid will be treated like any other 
opponents of the Pretoria regime. After meeting their eyes with his in a steely gaze, 
the church leader acknowledged their power (“You are powerful, very powerful”). But 
reminded them that he served a higher power greater than their political authority 
(“But I serve a God who cannot be mocked!”). Then, in the most extraordinary chal-
lenge to political tyranny I have ever witnessed, Archbishop Desmond Tutu told the 
representatives of South African apartheid, “Since you have already lost, I invite you 
today to come and join the winning side!” He said it with a smile on his face and entic-
ing warmth in his invitation, but with a clarity and boldness that took everyone’s breath 
away. The congregation’s response was electric. The crowd was literally transformed 
by the bishop’s challenge to power. From a cowering fear of the heavily armed securi-
ty forces that surrounded the cathedral and greatly outnumbered the band of worship-
pers, we literally leaped to our feet, shouted the praises of God and began…dancing.  
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(What is it about dancing that enacts and embodies the spirit of hope?) We danced 

out of the cathedral to meet the awaiting police and military forces of apartheid who 

hardly expected a confrontation with dancing worshippers. Not knowing what else to 

do, they backed up to provide the space for the people of faith to dance for freedom in 

the streets of South Africa. 

In this world today of ideological and political divisions that tear apart communities 

and families, and in a world of COVID-19 that seems to bring new fears with each 

new variant, we need hope more than ever, and the church of Christ, more than any 

other institution, is best suited to bringing that hope to a weary world. Let us pray: 

Lord, in this season of Epiphany, let your church shine the light of Christ into our fami-

lies, our workplaces, our neighborhoods, our communities, and our world. Let your 

church be givers of hope to a weary world. We ask this in the name of the one in 

whom our hope resides; our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

In the abiding hope of the empty tomb, 

Pastor Larry 
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Financial Secretary    Judy Vassar 
      

 
Taken from “…you glorify God by your obedience to the 

confession of the gospel of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 9:13 
 

Obey responsibly to glorify God as a faithful procla-

mation of God’s word. We acknowledge our faith and 

show our faith in the gospel for the glory of God and for 
the building up of the body of Christ. This takes courage. 

It involves our life-long obedience, including the ways we 
treat our families, others, and ourselves. 
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     Report of Director of Music 

 

The Director of Music is trying to broaden 

your music terminology. 

 

                                                                       

        

 

          

 

 

 

       

               HINT to the pun:   This is a bass clef.   

 

During February we 

will be continuing our 

efforts to bring you 

both choral anthems 

and special music. 

Lent and Ash Wednes-

day are coming in 

March .  
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This year we will have the opportunity to attend a 
joint Ash Wednesday Service with the First Christian 
Church.  The Service will be on March 2nd at 7:00 pm 

at the First Christian Church.   
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Confirmation Retreat– Lutheran Memorial Camp 

The confirmation class will be attending a 3 day/ 2 night retreat on 

February 11th—February 13th. We will enjoy Bible Studies 

(Supplemented by Luther’s Small Catechism), Campfires, S’mores, 

Worship, Devotions, Congregational Time, & Games!  It is sure to be a 

fun-filled weekend!  Attending this year will be Winnie Bodin, Lottie 

Bodin, Sophia Porter, Colleen Bodin and Pastor Novak. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for articles for the March Newsletter is              

February 16th 
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                February  

 

Faith Circle Mission Project for February is to        

collect a Love Offering for the Home of Peace           

Orphanage in Tanzania. You may bring your offering 

to our meeting on Feb. 14th or give to Cindy Weikart.           

 

 

          TUESDAYS IN THE (PARK)  LOUNGE 

February 1st and February 15th.  Bring a lunch at noon. 

Enjoy the fellowship.             Everyone is WELCOME! 

                          Bring a Friend! 

 

 

 

 

   

Fellowship Ministry Team and Christian Service & 

Mission Ministry Team will meet on Monday Feb.     

14th at 7:00 pm in  the church lounge.   

Everyone is WELCOME! 
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The Living Our Faith Together (LOFT) ministry, formerly known as the lay school 

of theology, is offering a two-session book study on The Book of Joy, written 

by the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

The classes are being offered in person at Calvary Lutheran Church in Chillico-

the on April 2 and May 7, as well as both in person and on zoom at Good Shep-

herd Lutheran in Kettering on March 26 and April 30.  

Registration fee is only $30, plus you will need to buy the book.  
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 Ministry Team Meetings- 

2/5 7:00 pm        Council Retreat 

2/14    7:00 pm       Christian Service/ 

                                  Faith Fellowship 

2/16 7:00 pm        NLCF Meeting 

2/17   7:00 pm         Outreach Meeting 

2/28   7:00 pm         Worship Committee 

 

 

 

 

Ministry Team Highlights 

• Faith Formation 

Bible studies 

Intergenerational events 

• Fellowship Ministry 

Services in the park 

Fall Festival 

Tour of Churches 

• FLIRT 

Training for emergency situations 

• NLCF 

Continued grant requests 

• Outreach 

Developing new ways to reach those not able 

to attend services 

• Property 

Renovations 

• Worship 

Special services 

Services online 

• WELCA 

Tuesdays in the Park 

Updating the courtyard 

Thankoffering Service 

• Quilters 

208 quilts in 2021 

• CHEF 

7 grants given in 2021 

Church Council– 2022 

(still 2021 until  new members installed) 

President– Gail Keck 

Vice-President– Cheri Comstock 

Secretary– Carolyn Novak 

Chris Hildreth-Blair, Ray Kramer,  Brenda 

Shively, Sally Stephan, Ray Swisher, Susan 

Wyckoff, Ben Zoldak 

 

 

 

The next evening, we will be serving Our 

Daily Bread is Monday, February 21st. If 

you can’t help us serve, but would still 

like to help you could provide the 

dessert.  Desserts needed are cupcakes, 

cookies or brownies.  Volunteers are 

asked to arrive at Our Daily Bread about 

4:15 pm prior to the serving time of 4:30 

pm.  If you are planning to help, please 

let the office know. 
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 During the past month we have remembered many in prayer.  We remember in 

prayer all who are in need of God’s presence and care … especially:  

               Health Issues or Surgery                                                 Entered the Church Triumphant                                        

Peggy Ackerman       Todd Harbour                Kathy Schnierle 

Shannon May            Nathan                 Lois Latimer 

Penny May           Reverend Bob Carter 

Paul Karn 

Fred Meredith 

John Gensemer 

Pastor Jon Schriber 

Pastor Karen Torrez 

Tillman Family 

John Drake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Sunday Annual  

                   Attendance Average for 2021:   60 

For December 2021 

December  5:   63 

December 12:  64 

December  19  61 

December 24  94 

December 26  29 

Average          63 
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We wish to thank the congregation for their prayers, cards and phone calls during 

Paul’s surgery.  Also, thank to Pastor Larry for his house call and communion and 

to Cindy for bringing the beautiful altar flowers.  God Bless you all. 

                                                                                                    Paul and Joann Karn 

Hi! 

Just a note to thank you for my cheery Christmas sack of goodies!  I always 

have such fun going through all the beautiful cards and thoughtful gifts.  It’s 

a real treat!                           Love, Jeanne Gamble 

To the Congregation: 

Thank you for all the beautiful cards and the goodies.  “May God Bless” 

                                                                                                   Peggy and David Ackerman 

THANK YOU  

                 For the visits, gifts and prayers. 

                                                                            Becky Longbrake 

Members of First Lutheran Church, 

  We wanted to THANK YOU for thinking of Rosemary and brightening 

up her room with the altar flowers throughout the year.  A special  

THANK YOU for the many Christmas cards and goodies, which definitely 

helped fill her Christmas card tree. Your thoughtfulness is greatly      

appreciated.                            

                                                God Bless, 

                                                The Family of Rosemary LaBatt                                                   

 HAPPY NEW YEAR  TO EVERYONE.  I truly can’t say enough thanks to everyone in the con-

gregation that participated in the Christmas  Program.  For me,  the program is the best 

look at the real Christmas Spirit during  the season of business.  Your willingness and joyful 

support means the world to me and brought the heartfelt message to everyone in First  

Lutheran.  May the New Year bring joy and peace to each and everyone of you. 

                                                                                                                             Kris 
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02/01  Jeff Manahan 
02/02 Mike Starkey 
02/09 Kathy Fultz 
02/10 Pastor Larry Novak 
02/11  John Warren 
02/11 Liz Rose 
02/12  Evelyn Baxley 
02/12 Peggy Ackerman 
02/12 Phil Pulfer 
02/13 Pat Taylor 
02/13 David Keck 
02/14 Curtis Barger 
02/15 Morgan Allen 
02/15 Shelby Starkey 
02/17 Joann Karn 
02/17 Nancee Starkey 
02/20 Zane Gamble 
02/21   Sally Stephan 
02/22   Aliana Kauffman  
02/24 John Gensemer 
02/24 Robyn Miller 
02/25 Jan Lowery 
02/27 Mackenzie Swartz 

 

   Open Flower Vases Dates 

 Feb. 20th—1 vase   

       Feb. 27th—2 vases  

  

 

 Mar. 6th—1 vase      

 Mar. 13th—2 vases 

          Mar. 20th—1 vase                                                                         

          Mar. 27th—2 vases                                                                            
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Serving in Our Worship– FEBRUARY 2020      10:00 am service 

 

 

Ushers 

2/6     Rachel Gillespie 

2/13   Carl Gillespie 

2/20   Brad Jones 

2/27   Stacie Jones 

 

Acolytes 

2/6 Winnie Bodin  

2/13 Declan Shannon 

2/20   TBD 

2/27 Lottie Bodin 

 

Crucifers 

2/6 Lottie Bodin 

2/13 TBD 

2/20 TBD 

2/27   Winnie Bodin 

 

Readers 

2/6 Carl Gillespie 

2/13 Chris Hildreth-Blair 

2/20 Beth Harman 

2/27 Susan Wyckoff 

 

 

 

Communion Assistants 

2/6 Dave O’Brien 

2/13 No communion 

2/20 TBD 

2/27 David Keck 

 

Greeters 

2/13 Susan Wyckoff 

2/9 Barb Triplett 

2/20 Chris & Jennifer McKenrick 

2/27 Tom and April  Jameson 

 

Worship Assistants 

2/6 Brenda Shively 

2/13 David Vassar 

2/20 Chris Hildreth-Blair    

2/27 Chris Tillman 

 

Altar Guild 

Rachel & Carl Gillespie 

 

Communion Bread:  

Rachel Gillespie 
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