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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

 

 When he was born, he was proclaimed to be the son of a god. There are statues in his honor that 

declare him to be the prince of peace, and the savior of the world. But I am not speaking of Jesus. I am 

speaking of Caesar Augustus, who was the head of the Roman Empire when Jesus was born. People in the 

empire were required to proclaim: “Caesar is Lord”. 

 Once again this Christmas, we will hear the beautiful story of the birth of Jesus: his divine            

conception, his birth in a humble stable, the appearance of the angels to the shepherds. But today, in our 

enlightened world of science and technology, such a beautiful story may come under attack. How can this 

be true? We don’t see angels appearing on a regular basis. And why in the world would it be necessary to 

return to the city of your ancestors for a census? Couldn’t people simply register wherever they lived? And 

if Luke says Quirinius was governor of Syria, and we know that he was appointed by the Romans in 6 A.D. 

but Herod the Great died in 4 BC, then how could Jesus be born during both the reign of Herod and   

Quirinius? And a virgin having a baby? Come on, Pastor. We are smart enough to know that virgins do not 

have babies. So how can any intelligent person believe the stories found in Luke 1 and Luke 2?  

 I believe that the Bible tells us the truth. Bible scholars have known for centuries about the          

discrepancy involving Quirinius and Herod. It doesn’t bother us. Whoever was the governor of Syria when 

Jesus was born is a rather insignificant detail. And we know that the odd detail of  having to travel to      

Bethlehem doesn’t make sense. In Mathew’s Gospel, Joseph and Mary were already living in Bethlehem. 

They only settled in Nazareth after returning from their flight into Egypt to avoid living in territory ruled by 

Herod’s evil son, Archelaus. Perhaps Luke got this detail wrong as well. But again, it does not diminish the 

ultimate truth being conveyed.  
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The Christmas stories in the first two chapters of Luke (as well as the first two chapters of Matthew) were 

not written to convey historical truth or scientific truth. They were written to convey the truth about Jesus, 

and who Jesus is, and why Jesus came. So, even if you have a scientific mind that simply cannot let you     

believe in appearances by angels and virgins getting pregnant, open your heart to accept the ultimate truth 

of Luke’s message.  

 Luke’s message is this: Caesar is not the son of the god Apollo, as was thought by the Romans. Jesus 

is the Son of the Living God. Caesar is not the savior of the world. Jesus is. The Pax Romana, the peace of 

Rome, was indeed a time of peace as well as great achievements in art, literature, and music. But it was a 

peace at the point of a sword-peace through military conquest. The peace that Jesus brings is peace through 

justice; peace through love; peace through forgiveness. God’s kingdom of peace is offered to all people,   

including the homeless, the hungry, the immigrant, the leper, and even poor, humble shepherds. Caesar is 

not the prince of peace. Jesus is. Caesar is not Lord. Jesus is Lord. He proved this when, three days after    

being crucified by religious leaders working in collusion with the Roman empire, Jesus rose from the dead, 

proving that God’s way of peace is the right way, and that while empires will always rise and fall (even the 

American empire will someday fall), God will reign forever.  

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come. Let earth receive her king. Let every heart prepare him room, and 

heaven and nature sing. Merry Christmas, everyone.  

In the abiding hope of the empty tomb, 

Pastor Larry  
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Report of Director of Music 

I know.  Here it is not even Thanksgiving and I’m mentioning Christmas activities. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 27 is the 1st Sunday Advent.  The church will be decorated after that service. 
 
December 2 is the Tour of Churches.  The downtown churches will be open for visitors. 
 
December 4 we are looking for members to Christmas carol to our homebound.  Pastor will have an itinerary 
planned. 
 
December 7 please attend the First Contemporary Service in Rice Hall at 7:00 PM. 
 
December 11 we are looking for members to Christmas Carol to Green Hills Care Facility and Logan Acres including 
the Homestead. 
 
December 18 they are planning a Christmas breakfast and a service with a intergenerational Christmas program. 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve 7:00 pm will include a Christmas play, communion, and candlelight service.  10:30 Pm 
will feature special music by several of our members, communion, and candlelight service. 
 
December 25 will be 10:00 AM service with Lessons and Carols with special music. 
 
January 1 we will have the 10:00 AM service.   
 
Please note these events on your calendar and plan to attend.  
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From the Financial Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Your gift of time is unique, because you are the only one who can give it. All of us 
have special talents or gifts, which are a sign of the power and majesty of God, who 
can do all things. 

 

 
*********************************************************************************** 
 

 

Note:  For financial and tax purposes all donations and contributions to be credited 
to 2022 year’s records need to be to the church office by Saturday, December 31, 
2022 

All contributions made on Sunday, January 1, 2023 will be applied to 2023 tax and 
financial records. 

Judy Vassar 
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                                                    The Meaning of Advent 
              

From the Latin word for “coming”, Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation for the coming of 
Christ both in the past in His incarnation as the baby Jesus, but also in the future with His promised 
second coming as Christ Triumphant. Furthermore,    Advent is a time to focus on His present 
coming to us in the Word and Sacraments. In the Lutheran church there have been many traditions 
observed during Advent that help Christians to both prepare for and anticipate His coming at this 
time.  Martin Luther encouraged families to observe Advent as a time for them to teach their children 
about the coming of Christ. 

Advent marks the beginning of the church calendar. It traditionally starts on the     Sunday closest to 
St. Andrew’s Day (November 27

th
) and continues for four Sundays until Christmas. During this time 

the liturgical paraments and vestments in many churches will change to violet to recognize Advent 
as a time of preparation and repentance as well as a symbol of the royalty of the coming King. The 
color blue can  also be used as a symbol of anticipation and hope. 

       “Tour of Churches” on Dec. 2nd  from  

                        4:00 pm—6:00 pm. 

The Bellefontaine Christmas Parade will be on 

Dec. 2nd  and four downtown churches are 

participating by being in a tour of churches. 

Come enjoy the holiday decorations, a cookie 

and a cup of hot chocolate at First Lutheran. 
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   TUESDAYS IN THE PARK & FAITH CIRCLE 

“Tuesday’s In The Park” (Courtyard/Lounge) will meet only one 

Tuesday at noon on Tuesday December 6th.  Bring your lunch and 

enjoy good fellowship! 

          Everyone is welcome to join us!  Bring a Friend! 

***************************************************** 

FELLOWSHIP /CHRISTIAN ACTION & MINISTRY TEAM 

will meet on Monday, December 12th at 7:00 pm in the 

lounge.  We welcome any and all to join us! 

**************************************************** 

 

 

Faith Circle Holiday Lunch! 

Tuesday, December 20th at the Coldwater Café 

Come enjoy the sights and sounds of the  

Christmas Season!   

The Women of Faith Circle will be traveling to Tipp City 

to enjoy lunch at the Coldwater Café.  We will meet at 

10:30 am at the church to form carpools. 

Coldwater Café is located in an old historic building.  

Shops are also located in the area.  

 

Let Susan or a member of Faith Circle know by Dec. 6th if you 

plan to join us. 
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The Mitten Tree – providing hats, mittens, gloves, socks, etc.  for 

children which are then dispersed with the Christmas baskets   

given out by Lutheran Community Services.  The tree will be up on 

November 27th. Have your items at the tree by Sunday Dec 11
th

.                                                                                              

*Of course, the food pantry always welcomes donations of  

non-perishable food items. A basket in the upper narthex is  

                      available to drop your donations.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Sunshine Bags  Project sponsored by faith Circle 

is a way for our members to send Christmas cheer to our 

“members-of concern”. Recipients so enjoy receiving 

cards and notes from our church family.  We also fill 

bags  with cards for the  residents of Luther Community.  

There will be a list of recipients available on the table 

with the bags or in the office.  

The bags will be in the sanctuary Dec. 4th. Share Christmas cheer 

and blessings with cards.  Please DO NOT seal the envelopes . Just 

tuck in the edge.  (Tearing open sealed envelopes is sometimes difficult.) 

The bags will be ready to be distributed after Sunday Worship on 

Dec. 18th. Anyone who would like to deliver a bag to a recipient 

may take them on or after that date to be delivered by Dec. 24th. 

Please let the office know who you are delivering to.  THANK YOU! 
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Wednesday, December 7, 2022, 7 p.m., 

 in Rice Hall. 

Come celebrate Christmas in a new way! We launch 

our new praise team worship service with a rousing 

celebration of the annunciation to Mary, involving 

guitar and  contemporary Christian music in a         

relaxed setting, yet preserving the beauty of the    

Lutheran liturgy, including communion.                    

Refreshments are available both during and after 

the service! 

    CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST 

December 18
th

 at 9:00 am. 

 

                             

 

Come and enjoy our breakfast celebration 

of the Christmas Season. 

(Sign up sheets in the lower narthex) 
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Monday, December 19th  is our turn to 

serve Our Daily Bread Arrive by 4:15 to help 

serve. They  will be accepting cookies, 

brownies and cupcakes. 

The church office will close at 4:00 pm on 

Thursday, December 22nd and will remain 

closed during the  holiday week from December 

26th thru January 1st.   

     Wednesday, December 21, 2022 at First United Methodist at 7 p.m. 

A joint Blue Christmas Advent service, sponsored by the four downtown churches 

and hosted by First United Methodist Church, 201 N. Main St., Bellefontaine. 

Christmas is not a joyous time for everyone.  Perhaps you have lost a loved one, 

and this is your first Christmas without them.  Perhaps you are struggling with job 

loss, eviction, foreclosure, or a terminal illness.  Perhaps inflation is making it 

difficult to make ends meet.  Or perhaps the hectic pace of the Christmas season 

has left you mentally and spiritually exhausted. 

Come worship with member of First United Methodist, First Presbyterian, First 

Christian Church, and First Lutheran Church as, on the darkest day of the year, we 

hear the message of hope and light breaking into our world. 
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December Ministry Team Meeting 

Dates:  

 12/05  7:00 pm  Church Council 

 12/12  7: 00 pm  Fellowship & Christian  

                                     Service &   Mission                             

                             12/15  7:00 pm    Outreach 

 

 

 

   

Highlights  

 

Fellowship & Christian Service & 

Mission Ministry Teams 

• Christmas Activities 

Worship Ministry Team 

• Special Services 

Property Ministry Team 

• Building maintenance  

• Renovations 

Finance Ministry Team 

• Review Finances 

FLIRT 

• Safety discussions 

Outreach 

• Projects to reach “shut ins” 

 

       Sunday Attendance for October 

                 On Site  Online 

October 2     66       27 

October 9     70      20 

October 16     56       20 

October 23     75      23 

October 30     70      29 

 

Average     68        24 

2022 Church Council 

President– Susan Wyckoff  

Vice-President– Brenda Shively  

Secretary– Carolyn Novak  

Members– Chris Hildreth Blair, John Bodin, Ray Kramer, 

Judy Lunz, Brittanny Porter, Sally Stephan, Ray Swisher  
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During the past month we have remembered many in prayer.  We remember in 

prayer all who are in need of God’s presence and care … especially:   

 

 

Health Issues                                                       

                                                   

 Jan VanHoose      Bill Novak 

 Jeanne Gamble      Benjamin Lentz 

 Carl Gillespie       Rachel Gillespie 

 

 

 

Entered the Church Triumphant 

 

      John Horn 

      Charles Gronberg 

      Tammy High 

      Nancy Rapp 
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A special thanks for cards, flowers, prayers when I was so sick.  Thanks to Pastor for 

the visits and communion.  So grateful for our Church and our Faith. 

                                                                                                                        Jan VanHoose 

I received the Walmart gift card from the church, and I wanted to say “thank you” to 

the congregation.  I miss my church family and look forward to seeing everyone over 

Thanksgiving break. 

                                                                                                                 Jacob McKenrick 

Hi, 

I just received the letter and gift card that the congregation sent to me.  I cannot ex-

press how grateful and blessed I am to be a part of this amazing group of people.  My 

schooling is going well and I am continuing to enjoy  my time at college.  Thank you all 

for everything you have done to support me in my life this whole time. 

                                                                                                               Thanks again, 

                                                                                                                Connor Rose 

A BIG Thank You to  the Women of our church who represent WELCA.  The 

Thankoffering meal on November 13th was delicious and was a very pleasant 

time to be in fellowship with other members of the congregation. 

To a concerned church of good people, 

Thank you for the beautiful altar flowers, prayers & concerns of our recent illnesses.  Also 

thank you for the Pastor’s visit. 

                                                                                                                  Loren & Gloria Kipker 

“Thank You” to the congregation for your cards, calls, concerns & flowers  during 

our health issues situations.  We are both doing very well. Carl has upcoming     

retina surgery also and praying that goes smoothly.  Prayers do work.  

              Carl & Rachel Gillespie 
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12/01         Barb Detrick 

12/02 Rick Ramsey 
12/04 Mary Beth Stoltz 
12/05         Kirsten Fultz 
12/06 Cheri Cooper 
12/08 Heath Allen 
12/09 Jan Van Hoose 
12/11 Beth Marshall 
12/13 Cheryl Chamberlain 
12/15 Hilary Horn 
12/15 Connor Rose 
12/15 Nick Young 
12/16 Brandon Gamble 
12/18 Derek Bingaman 
12/18 Daniel Weikart 
12/18 Robby Weikart 
12/22 Pat Sebring 
12/25 Lauren Dixon 
12/25          Chris Hildreth-Blair 
12/25 Alex Pulfer 
12/26 Diane Anderson 
12/27 Cheryl Kramer 

 

 

  

 

 

12/22/1973 Dave & Peggy Ackerman 

12/20/2003 John & Colleen Bodin 

12/10/1994 Brad & Stacie Jones 
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     Serving in Worship  December 2022 

 

Worship Assistant 

12/4      Chris Hildreth Blair 

12/11      Kris Swisher 

12/18      Kris Shannon 

12/24      Winnie Bodin    (7 pm) 

12/24      Beth Harman    (10:30 pm) 

12/25      Dick Griffith 

 

Communion Assistant 

12/4       Dan Shively  

12/11      Dave Comstock 

12/18      Ray Swisher 

12/24      Jinny Fergus     (7 pm) 

12/24      Chris Hildreth Blair  (10:30 pm) 

12/25      Rachel Gillespie 

 

Reader 

12/4      Margie Bixler 

12/11      Chris Hildreth Blair 

 

Altar Guild Cindy Weikart 

 

Communion Bread  Cheri Comstock 

 

Acolyte                               Crucifer 

12/4    Winnie Bodin        Lottie Bodin 

12/11    Winnie Bodin 

12/18    Winnie Bodin         Lottie Bodin 

12/24    Lottie Bodin (7 pm) 

12/24    Ray Kramer    (10:30 pm) 

12/25    Carl Gillespie 

 

Greeters 

12/4    Judy Lunz 

12/11    Jim & Janet Donnelly 

12/18    Beth Harman 

12/24    Jinny Fergus & Gary Heath  (7 pm) 

12/24    Susan Wyckoff     (10:30 pm) 

12/25    Betty Vondenhuevel 

 

Usher for December 

     Kevin Miller 
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