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Mission Statement:  

Sharing God’s grace 

through   prayer,      

witness, and service.  

 

  The Resurrection of Our Lord 

            Easter Day Service 

      April 17, 2022 

                   10:00am 

 

2022 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Blessed are the Peacemakers. For they will be called children of God. Matthew 5:9 

Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of 

the High priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, put your sword back in its place, 

for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Matthew 26:51-52. 

He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat 

their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. Isaiah 2:4  

The world is watching in horror as Vladimir Putin continues his bloody massacre in Ukraine; 

the first war on the European continent since 1945. Even in war, surely there must be laws 

against the bombing of hospitals, schools, and residential apartment buildings. As horrible as 

the war between Ukraine and Russia is, it is not the only major conflict going on the world. 

War continues in Yemen, in Myanmar, and in various parts of Africa. Tensions are also high in 

the Middle East and in Afghanistan, where the Taliban has returned to power.  

The Bible is filled with stories of war and violence. But the above passages from scripture tell 

me that war is not God’s plan for the world. War is one of the most egregious sins humanity 

can perpetrate. How can Putin, who claims to be an Orthodox Christian, reconcile his actions 

with his faith? How can the Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox church give a sermon that sup-

ports this atrocity, as he did several weeks ago?  

The church of Christ is called to step up. It seems so hopeless; what can we do halfway 

around the world? Plenty! 

We can seek out and financially support organizations giving aid and comfort to refugees of 

this war. 

We can demand our leaders work for ways to not only end this conflict but improve relations 
among nations to prevent further wars, including strengthening international coalitions with 
the ability to arrest and try people for war crimes and crimes against humanity.  Certainly, it 
is  
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 hard work. But it is imperative. Christ did not say “Blessed are the peace lovers”; for we all 

would fall into that category, but “Blessed are the peacemakers”.  

The church must use its prophetic voice to speak out against such atrocities, and the World 

Council of Churches must sanction the Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church for appear-

ing to endorse Putin’s war.  

Most of all, we can pray every day for peace, and for an end to tyranny and terror.  

On April 17th, we will again celebrate the day when the battle against the forces of Sin, 

Death, and the Devil could claim victory. The tomb is empty. Christ has risen. Jesus the 

Christ, the first to be resurrected, provides hope in resurrection for us all.  

After the invasion of Normandy in WWII, the war still raged on for another year before Ger-

many surrendered. But the victory at Normandy made everyone know that the allies would 

win the war, and defeat for Germany was only a matter of time. The time period between 

Christ’s ascension and his second coming is like that final year of WWII. Sin and Death still 

have a grip on the world, but Christ’s resurrection means that God’s victory over the forces 

of evil is inevitable. Final victory will occur at his second coming. In the meantime, the 

church carries on the mission of God, including the mission to work for peace in the world. 

The empty tomb empowers us with resurrection hope against all the forces of evil, including 

war.   

I wish for the world and for all of you a Holy and Blessed Easter. 

In the abiding hope of the empty tomb, 

 

Pastor Larry  
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Report of Director of Music 

 

                            The Director of Music is tyring to broaden your music terminology. 

 

 

                          Hint to the pun:  F,A,C,E are the names of the notes in those spaces 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming for Holy Week: 

Last midweek Lenten Service is Wed. April 6th. 

Palm Sunday with palm processional Sun. April 10th. 

Maundy Thursday joint service at First United Presbyterian Thursday, April 14th. 

Good Friday joint service at First Lutheran Church 7:00 PM on Friday, April 15th. 

Easter Sunday breakfast 9:00 am and communion service 10:00 am Sunday, April 17th.  
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                              From the Financial Secretary 

                                           Judy Vassar 

 
 
 
 

 

Taken from “……For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave…” 2 
Corinthians 8:3 

 
Give willingly as moved by the Holy Spirit. We have been prepared 

to give of ourselves. We give our time, talents, and resources 
freely. 
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JOINT SERVICES 

       As we did with Ash Wednesday the four downtown churches are  

                      collaborating with joint services for Holy Week. 

Maundy Thursday Service            First United Presbyterian Church 

7:00 pm                   117 N. Main Street, Bellefontaine, Ohio  43311 

 

Good Friday Service            First Lutheran Church   7:00 pm 
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There will be a breakfast as usual on Easter Sunday at 9:00 am 

prior to the  

Communion Worship Service.   

 

See the sign up sheets in the lower narthex to provide fruit, pastries, 

and beverages for the breakfast. 

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

REMINDER 

April 6th is the last Lenten Dinner at 6:00 pm and  

the last Lenten Service at 7:00 pm 
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COMING IN APRIL 

 

 

This informative 6-session study is an introduction to the practical, 

day-to-day godly living found in the book of Proverbs. Helpful charts 

summarize the themes, background, interpretations, and connec-

tions with the New Testament and the church today. In the clear 

and easy-to-read style of Rose's visual elements, Rose Visual Bible 

Studies are packed with charts, graphs, images, and fascinating 

facts. These Bible studies are easy enough that the new believer un-

derstands, but in-depth enough that the longtime churchgoer still 

comes away learning something new. 

Monday afternoon from 1:30-2:45 p.m.-Beginning April 18 or 

Tuesday night from 6:45-8:00 p.m.-Beginning April 19  
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                                                                                                                       DINNER GROUP 

                                         Now that Covid is calming down it’s time to revive  

dining out together.      

                                                     

 

Introducing our new dinner group   

                                                   

                           “Breaking Bread Dinner Group” 

Like our predecessor, the “Out to Lunch Bunch” this will give  

First Lutheran members and friends an opportunity to dine together  
periodically at unique local establishments within an hour of               
Bellefontaine.    

All singles, couples and families are invited to join us.  Carpooling can be 
arranged for those that prefer not to drive. 

Our first outing will be to the “Do Good Restaurant” in Osgood, Ohio on 
Saturday, April 23rd at 5:30 pm.  This restaurant serves a wide variety of 
offerings, from sandwiches to full dinners.  Their mission is to spread 
God’s word through service and food.  Profits and tips fund a variety of 
ministries. 

 

Please notify Jean Wright (937) 844-8428 by Sunday April 17th if you 
are interested. 

 

 

Special thanks to Judy Vassar on her much deserved retirement from many years of leading 
the “Out to Lunch Bunch”.  We greatly appreciate the many outstanding dining opportunities 
we experienced under her leadership. 
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TUESDAY LUNCH 

Tuesday In the Park/Courtyard/Lounge 

Tuesday April 5th at noon 

Bring you lunch and enjoy good fellowship.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE and MISSION MINISTRY TEAMS 

Will meet Monday April 11th at 7:00 pm in the lounge. 

Come Join Us in our ministries! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who help out at Our Daily 

Bread.  We will be serving on April 18th 

at 4:15 pm.  Helpers are always need-

ed. Also desserts, such as cookies, 

brownies or cupcakes. Please contact 

the church office if you would like to   

help. 

For students enrolling in 

college or current college stu-

dents, Christian Higher Education 

Fund (CHEF) grant applications 

are available in the church office.  

The deadline to turn them in is 

April 15th.   
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FAITH CIRCLE MISSION PROJECT                         

Raising Arrows Ohio 

Raising Arrows Ohio is a non-profit organization serving the foster 

care community in Logan and surrounding counties   

Located inside Union Station at 613 Hamilton St. (former South-

eastern Elem. School), they provide infant to teen clothes, shoes, 

coats, backpacks, toys, diapers, wipes, baby accessories and other 

essentials at no cost to foster families.  

Our Lenten Project to benefit Raising Arrows is to collect: 

*Diapers (6 months to 3 years)  *Pull ups    *Baby wipes 

There will be a bin in the lower narthex for donations.  

This collection drive will run from March 2nd thru April 19th. 

We will meet on Tuesday, April19th at noon. 

Bring your lunch. 

 

                  MAKE LENT COUNT 

             PRAY   *    ACT    *    GIVE 
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Everyone loved singing their favorite hymn.  This year the format is a little 

different.  Most of the summer, we will be singing hymns that the congrega-

tion has picked.  Voting begins Easter Sunday and ends May 29.  The sanctuary 

services following Pentecost through Labor Day will feature your picks.  You 

may vote by email, at church, or snail mail.   

                

One ballot per person and no Christmas hymns please.  Also try not to 

repeat your same 3 choices.  Balloting begins Easter Sunday.  Please 

turn your ballot in by May 29, 2022.  Email ballots accepted.   

The votes will be ranked and tallied.  The top ten will be scheduled, two per Sun-

day, for the 10 Sanctuary Sundays of the summer.  Favorite hymns begin Sunday, 

June 12.   

1st choice   _______________________________________________________ 

2nd choice  _______________________________________________________ 

3rd choice   _______________________________________________________ 
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Work on updating the directory has begun.  See 

forms in upper narthex. Either complete the forms 

or send the information to the Office Manager’s 

email. 

April Ministry Team Meeting Date:  

         04/04—7:00pm  Council Meeting 

         04/11—7:00pm  Christian Fellowship        

         04/25—7:00pm  Worship Team    

 

 

 

Ministry Team Highlights  

 

Faith Formation Ministry Team 

•  VBS 

Fellowship and Christian Service 

Ministry Team 

• Lenten Dinners 

• Easter Breakfast 

• Gift cards for college students 

Finance Ministry Team 

• Monitor church finances 

FLIRT 

• Security 

Outreach Ministry Team 

• Visitor follow up 

Property Ministry Team 

• Continued renovations 

Worship Ministry Team 

• Spring/Summer Services 

 

 

 

Copies of reports from the monthly 

meetings of each ministry team is 

available for you to view in the 

Partners In Ministry Book located 

in the lower narthex. 

Sunday Attendance for February 

        On site         Online 

Feb 6           48                 37 

Feb 13                                        46                 48 

Feb 20                                        46                 11 

Feb 27                                        62                 16 

 

Average                                     51                 28 

 

2021 Church Council 

President–  Susan Wyckoff                                                                 

Vice-President– Benda Shively 

Secretary– Carolyn Novak  

Treasurer—John Belser 

Financial Secretary—Judy Vassar 

Members– Chris Hildreth Blair, John Bodin, Ray Kramer, 

Judy Lunz, Brittanny Porter, Sally Stephan, Ray Swisher 
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During the past month we have remembered many in prayer.  We remember 

in prayer all who are in need of God’s presence and care … especially:   

 

Health Issues       Surgery 

Madison Steinhoffer      John Drake 

Beth Novak        

Pastor Karen Torrez       

Dwight Miller 

Bill Fent 

Gaile Gildow 

Gary Wyckoff 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar flower vases available for the following dates thru June, 2022: 

Apr 10—1 vase                       June 5—1 vase 

May 1—2 vases                                        
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To the members of First Lutheran: 

Thanks to everyone for calls and cards during my recovery 

from knee surgery. 

A special “Thank You” to Pastor for his visit, to Carl and     

Rachel for the meal and to Jean Wright for all the “heads 

up” information which helped me to be better prepared.  

It is great to be a member of such a wonderful church  

family. 

                                                       Cheryl and Ray Kramer 

Hi,  I am emailing because I wanted to send a thank you for all the 

love and support the congregation continues to send my way during 

my time in college. I recently received the card and gift card that was 

sent to me and I am so very grateful.  My time in college has been 

great so far and the scholarship provided to me by the church has 

played a big part in making that possible. I’m so blessed to have so 

may people supporting me.                    Thanks again,  Connor Rose 

I want to say Thank You to my First Lutheran Church family for the gener-

ous gift card.  I’m enjoying college and am glad to know you all are think-

ing about me. 

                                                               See you soon,  Jacob McKenrick 

Hi Church Family,  Thank you so much for the continued support and pray-

ers.  I appreciate all the love and kindness that you share!  I hope to see you 

all soon!  Thanks again for the gift card, it made my day.         Madi Jones 
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04/01    Marshall Blair-Hildreth 

04/02 Morgan Badenhop 

04/03 Misty Kipker 

04/04 Brianna Jameson 

04/04 Josalyn Porter 

04/05 Max Bixler 

04/05 Gary Kauffman 

04/06    James Dwight Simpson 

04/08 Chris Badenhop 

04/12 Elaine Latimer 

04/14 Dave Vassar 

04/15     Jim Simpson 

04/19 Mary Contner 

04/22 Cathie Hubbard 

04/25 Dave Dishop 

04/25 Dave Anderson 

04/25 Susan  Allen 

04/25 Mariana Swartz 

04/29 Carolyn Hoy 

04/29 Janet Donnelly 

04/29 Ben Zoldak 

  

 

04/25/1981 Gene & Margaret Barger 

The deadline for newsletter 

articles for May is April 19th  

 

 

       

Volunteers needed for the following months: 

 May      Sept.       Oct.            Nov.      Dec. 
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      Serving in Worship  April 2021 

Worship Assistant: 

April 3 Brenda Shively 

April 10 Lucas McKenrick 

April 15 4 Pastors  (Good Friday) 

April 17 Dave  Vassar  (Easter) 

April 24 Kris Swisher 

 

Communion Assistant: 

April 3 Connie Regula 

April 10 Rachel Kauffman 

April 15 Chris Hildreth Blair (Good                        

                                                   Friday) 

April 17 Carl Gillespie (Easter) 

April 24 Cindy Weikart 

 

Usher for April: 

Kevin Miller 

 

Reader: 

April 3 Carl Gillespie 

April 10 Jean Wright 

April 17 Marjorie Bixler (Easter) 

April 24 Cindy Weikart 

 

     

Greeter(s): 

April 3 Dave/Cheri Comstock 

April 10 Ray/Kris Swisher 

April 15 Ray/Cheryl Kramer  (Good Friday) 

April 17 Jim/Janet Donnelly  (Easter) 

April 24 Marge MacGillivray 

 

Acolyte:                                          Crucifer: 

April 3 Winnie Bodin Lottie Bodin 

April 10 TBD 

April 17 TBD 

April 24 Winnie Bodin Lottie Bodin 

 

Altar Guild for April: 

Cindy Weikart 

 

Communion Bread for April: 

Rita Iiams 
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